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Conferance Notes
Dear Conference Participants, 

We are delighted to present this year’s NMBC’s Women’s Business Leadership Conference on the 42nd

anniversary of the NMBC and the 11th Anniversary of the Women’s Business Committee.  This year our theme is 
Financial Strategies for Business Growth.  We would like to thank the NMBC board members for their support of 
the Women’s Business Committee and the 11th Annual Women’s Business Leadership Conference. 

We have had the opportunity to work side by side with some amazing women and men who you will have the 
opportunity to meet today.  We would like to congratulate and thank all of our esteemed guest speakers and 
workshop panelists for contributing to today’s powerful program.  These remarkable business women and men 
are sharing their stories today and serve as wonderful mentors for women, and men, in business.  Special thanks 
to each for their hard work and commitment to our business community.  Today is possible through their 
generosity of time and expertise and commitment to a meaningful, informative and relevant event for all. 

Very special thanks to BNY Mellon for their continued support and sponsorship of the Annual Women’s Business 
Leadership Conference for these 11 years.   

An enormous thank you to our keynote speaker, Randy Joy Epstein, founder of the TEDx Times Square and CEO 
of Randy Joy and Company.  And congratulations to Randy Joy, as our first ever Muriel F. Siebert Banking and 
Investment Leadership Award recipient, for her valuable contributions as a leader in the business community. 

Thank you for being a part of today’s conference! 

Sincerely, 

The NMBC Women’s Business Leadership Conference Planning Committee: 

John Robinson 
Founder, President & CEO, National Minority Business Council (NMBC) 

Dawn Henning 
Conference Chair; Vice Chair, NMBC Board of Directors; Chair, NMBC Women’s Business Committee (WBC);  
Director, Rennert Translation Group 

Ophelia Gabrino 
Conference Co-Chair; Executive Director, Corporate Partnerships & Education,  
NYC Dept of Small Business Services (SBS) 

Claire Scanlon 
Vice-Chair, NMBC WBC; Vice President, Program Manager, Supplier Development, BNY Mellon 



Conferance NotesPROGRAM SCHEDULE 

8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.    Registration

9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.    Continental Breakfast

9:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.    Welcome Remarks: 
     Dawn Henning, Chair, NMBC Women’s Business Committee  
     and Women’s Business Leadership Conference; 
     (Master of Ceremonies); Director, Rennert Translation Group 

     Anne Rascon, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Financial and
     Economic Opportunity, NYC Department of Small Business  
     Services  

     Benjamin E. Jones, Chairman, NMBC 

     John F. Robinson, President & CEO, NMBC 

10:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.    Workshops

Opening Remarks: 
     Ophelia Gabrino, Co-Chair, NMBC Women’s Business   
     Leadership Conference; Executive Director, Corporate   
     Partnerships & Education, NYC Department of Small Business  
     Services 

Investing in Your Business and You 
     Presenters: Debralee Nelson, CFP®, Senior Director, BNY  
     Mellon Wealth Management;  Monika Mantilla, President &  
     CEO, Altura Capital Group;   Brian Scanlon, CFP®, Vice  
     President, Senior Portfolio Manager, Corporate Retirement  
     Director, Financial Advisor, Morgan Stanley 

Minding Your Money – Is Your Business Financially Healthy? 
     Presenters: Geri Stengel, President, Stengel Solutions and  
     Ventureneer;  Stacy Francis, CFP®, President & CEO, Francis  
     Financial, Inc.;  Samantha Champagnie, CPA, Champagnie  
     Dawkins CPAs, PLLC;   Dr. Michael Grayson, President &
     CEO, Grayson Financial Services Inc. 

Show Me the Money!  Financing Options for Your Business 
     Presenters: Coco Corona, Marketing, Valley Economic   
     Development Center;  Deborah Jackson, Founder, Plum Alley;  

Erica Dorn, Manager of Lending, Accion East; Madeline
     Marquez, Vice President, Business Initiative Corporation of  
     NY;  Jessie Lee, Director, Valley Economic Development  
     Center 



Conferance Notes
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.    Luncheon

Invocation: 
     Pam Robinson, Retired, U.S Department of Commerce 

Welcome Remarks: 
     Claire P. Scanlon – Vice-Chair, NMBC Women’s Business  
     Committee; VP, Program Manager, Supplier Development,  
     BNY Mellon 

Keynote Address:
     Randy Joy Epstein, CEO, Randy Joy & Co. 

The Muriel F. Siebert Banking and Investment Leadership Award:  
     Presenters: 
     John Robinson, President and CEO, NMBC 
     Suzanne Shank, CEO, Muriel Siebert & Co., Inc.  
     Awardee: 
     Randy Joy Epstein, CEO, Randy Joy & Co. 

     Thanks and Closing: 
     Dawn Henning, Chair, NMBC Women’s Business Leadership  
     Conference; Vice Chair, NMBC Board of Directors; Chair,  
     NMBC Women’s Business Committee 

Conference adjourns 



KEYNOTE AND AWARDEE 

Randy Joy Epstein 
CEO, Randy Joy & Co. 
Founder, Co-Organizer & Producer, TEDx Times Square 

Randy Joy Epstein is a serial entrepreneur, strategy and alignment consultant and shoulder for CEOs to 
lean on to solve issues and grow their companies.  Ms. Epstein speaks, writes and consults to CEOs and 
investors on how to focus the entire company towards growth.  Ms. Epstein is motivated by growth, 
seamless efficiency, and teaching. 

Ms. Epstein’s career began at PricewaterhouseCoopers in New York where she worked with hundreds of 
companies ranging from high growth startups going public to Fortune 50 companies. She has co-founded 
multiple companies including her first consulting company in 2001.   

Ms. Epstein has been interviewed and/or written for Entrepreneur Magazine, workstylemagazine; 
Forbes.com, NY Enterprise Report, the Penn Club and has appeared on multiple radio shows.  She has 
moderated the Wharton Showcase Business Presentation events and is the producer of TEDxTimesSquare 
(www.TEDxTimesSquare.com),  New York's premiere speaking event for leading business, media and 
technology thought leaders. The TEDxTimesSquare events are invite only and hosted semi-annually at 
NASDAQ. Previous speakers have included the CEO of Macmillan Publishing, the President of the 
Times Square Alliance and the CEO of Hain Celestial Group. 

Ms. Epstein has spoken at EO, Vistage, and NY Entrepreneur Week.

Ms Epstein has founded and grown multiple companies. She currently serves as Chairwoman of the 
Board of TEDxTimesSquare, on the Wharton Angel Network steering committee and as a Senior Advisor 
at Avalon Net Worth.  She served for six years on the Board and Audit Committee for WNED/NPR 
Buffalo/Toronto, a PBS station.

Ms. Epstein holds her CPA license in New York, graduated from the Center for Entrepreneurial 
Leadership at the University of Buffalo, and holds her degree from the University of Pennsylvania’s 
prestigious Wharton School of Business. 

Follow Randy Joy on Twitter @RandyJoy 
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Jessie Lee 
Director, Small Business Lending - East,  
Valley Economic Development Center 

 
 
Jessie C. Lee is currently working at VEDC as the Director of Small Business Lending 
East.  She overseas VEDC’s lending operations on the East Coast and cultivates 
partnerships with banks, SBA, CDFIs, credit unions, and other alternative lenders. Prior 
to VEDC, she worked at Next Street Financial as a Managing Associate providing 
guidance to the Lower Manhattan NYC Business Solutions Center team on lending 
criteria and financing structures.  
 
Ms. Lee also worked at CAMBA as the Director of Small Business Services. In this 
capacity, she supervised a team of business counselors and loan officers.  She was 
responsible for managing all of CAMBA’s funding contracts and lending activity.  After 
receiving her MBA in finance from Boston University in 2008, she spent two years as a 
Senior Analyst at Ernst & Young’s Tax Credit Investment Group. While at E&Y, she 
successfully managed due diligence projects for Fortune 500 companies invested in 
affordable housing projects. Prior to graduate school, she worked for various public and 
private lenders as a Commercial Loan Underwriter.  She has 15 years of experience in 
Small Business Administration (SBA) lending and Community Development Financing.  
In her free time, Ms. Lee can be found snowboarding on the New England mountains. 
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Investing in Your Business and You 

Debralee Nelson, CFP®

Senior Director, BNY Mellon Wealth Management 

Debralee is Senior Director for BNY Mellon.  She is responsible for business development, working 
with ultra high net worth individuals, families, and their trusted advisors.  Debralee uses her financial 
planning experience to advise clients on the broad range of financial solutions of the firm including 
investment management, trust and legacy planning, and private banking.

Prior to joining BNY Mellon, Debralee was a Managing Director with J.P. Morgan, Bessemer, and U.S. 
Trust during her 35 year career in financial services.  In addition to being a Certified Financial Planner, 
Debralee earned a B.A. from the University of Nebraska and an MBA from George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C.   

She is the Treasurer of the Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club Board of Trustees and serves on the Executive 
and Investment Committees. 
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Show Me the Money!  Financing Options for Your Business (continued)

Erica Dorn 
Manager of Lending- New York, Accion East 

An entrepreneur at heart, Erica Dorn has spent the last decade actively supporting small businesses in 
the United States. She began her microfinance career five years as the first Kiva Fellow in the United 
States, where she helped to successfully launch Kiva.org’s U.S. lending program.  

She currently leads the New York Lending team for Accion, a global microfinance institution and the 
largest non-profit microlender in the United States. In her five year career at Accion, she has provided 
capital to hundreds of small businesses, including urban and rural farms, food carts, 
breweries/distilleries, and small food manufacturers. In 2013, the number of loans that Accion disbursed 
to small businesses in New York increased by 90%. 
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Show Me the Money!  Financing Options for Your Business (continued)

Madeline V. Marquez 
Vice President, Business Initiative Corporation of NY 

During her career in banking and lending, Madeline Marquez has been a skilled and aggressive advocate 
for business, helping entrepreneurs and fledgling companies, as well as non-profits, gain access to private 
and public funding. Through her work at organizations like the Brooklyn Economic Development 
Corporation, the Community Coalition for Fair Banking, The Private Industry Council and Chemical 
Bank, she has helped fuel the growth of numerous businesses and organizations throughout New York 
City.  Ms. Marquez is a graduate of The College at Old Westbury and for the past fifteen years, Bronx 
businesses have been the beneficiaries of Madeline’s expertise in identifying and securing financing.

She has served as the Executive Director of the Bronx Initiative Corporation since its inception, helping to 
establish the first lending institution designated by the U.S. Small Business Administration specifically to 
serve Bronx businesses.  When the US SBA made all Certified Development Companies state wide 
entities, it allowed BIC to expand to the outer boroughs and all the New York State Counties.  As of 
January 2007 BIC changed its name to the Business Initiative Corporation of New York (BICNY) and as 
of October 2012 Madeline was promoted to Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of BICNY.  

Madeline and BICNY were featured in Crain’s Magazine Small Business section in an article entitled 
“Tiny Bronx lender has big impact” and in the Mount Vernon Today September 2011 issue “Funding 
Your Growing Business: A Bronx Plan”.  BICNY has provided $43 million in loans to businesses in The 
Bronx and throughout New York State which helped leverage over $122 million from banks and private 
equity investments.  As of September 2012, these loans have retained and created 2,812 jobs. 

In November 2011, Madeline received the “New York Women of Excellence Award in Business” from 
the NY Women’s Chamber of Commerce, in March 2012 received the “Visionary Award” from the NYC 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, in June 2012 was named One of the “25 Influential Women of The 
Bronx” and in December 2012 received the “Business Development Award” from the NYC Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce.   

In the past three years BICNY has also received the “Bronze Award” from the US SBA New York 
District Office. 
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Investing in Your Business and You (continued)

 

Monika Mantilla 
President and CEO, Altura Capital 
Partner, Small Business Community Capital 

Monika Mantilla is the President and CEO of Altura Capital Group and a Partner with Small Business 
Community Capital (SBCC). Altura Capital is an innovative investment boutique that specializes in 
emerging managers and the quickly expanding emerging domestic market. Monika has over 21 years of 
domestic and international management and investment management experience. The clients of Altura 
include some of the largest institutional investors in the country and the world. Altura provides Emerging 
Manager research, analytics, portfolio construction, monitoring and manager of manager services to 
institutional investors in U.S. and across the globe. Altura is the creator of the Altura Emerging Manager 
Information Platform, a platform through which institutional investors can access analytics, statistical and 
qualitative data of more than 2,000 emerging managers across all asset classes.   

To seize the opportunities in the growing emerging domestic markets, in partnership with the principals of 
Savile Opportunity Fund LP, Altura launched a $120 million small business community capital debt fund 
(SBCC). SBCC will provide $1 to $12 million in debt and equity capital to promising small and mid-sized 
companies, focusing on minority owned firms and entrepreneurs located in LMI communities.  SBCC has 
received an SBIC impact program green light letter from the SBA and is currently raising $40 million in 
private capital and upon licensure by the SBA as an SBIC will access up to $80 million in debenture 
leverage. 

Ms. Mantilla’s investment management career is widely complemented by her successful general 
management career and a lifetime of involvement in community issues. Nationally recognized as a 
researcher, leader and an innovator in the area of capital and diversity, she has been deeply involved in a 
variety of national initiatives to grow and expand the small, emerging and diverse institutional money 
manager category. Monika and her team have led a number of research and transformative advocacy 
initiatives to channel investments, strategic resources and investment management opportunities to 
underserved markets that exhibit high growth and societal transformation potential. She has spearheaded 
many industry white papers and two important white papers about Latinos in Financial Services and 
Investment Management that have become a widely recognized industry resource. Her passion is bringing 
capital, strategic resources and expanding opportunity for highly promising entrepreneurs, all which she 
believes can bring significant returns to investors and at the same time great economic impact potential 
for cities, states and the country.   She has been invited by the U.S. House of Representatives Financial 
Services Committee to address challenges and trends related to Hispanics in financial services, and is 
frequently invited to speak at national and international top-level industry and academic events.  



Monika and Altura have won numerous awards and recognitions for their research, entrepreneurial 
success and leadership in building financial capacity in minority communities, including the "2010 
Hispanic Heritage Award"—the highest honor for Latinos by Latinos—in the business category, the 2010 
"Entrepreneur of the Year" (New York State Hispanic Chamber of Commerce), the 2010 "New York City 
Entrepreneur of the Year" (Latina Style Magazine and Business Series), the 2012 Women of Excellence 
Award (New York Women Chamber of Commerce), the 2006 "Business Woman of the Year" (New 
York-Westchester Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s),  the 2003 "Excellence in Financial Services" 
award (the Hispanic Magazine’s).  

In 2009, 2010 and 2011, Latino Leaders Magazine recognized her as one of the 101 Most Influential 
Leaders in Hispanic U.S.A. In 2011 she was appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce as a member 
of the International Trade Advisory Center (ITAC), a unique public-private partnership jointly managed 
by the U.S. Department of Commerce and the Office of United States Trade Representative that engages 
business leaders in formulating U.S. trade policy.

She sits on the board of the Hispanic Heritage Foundation, a non-profit organization, and on the 
Corporate Diversity Task Force established by Senator Menendez.  

Ms. Mantilla holds an MBA from Columbia Business School in New York and a J.D. from the 
Universidad del Rosario in Bogotá, Colombia.  
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Show Me the Money!  Financing Options for Your Business (continued)

Deborah Jackson
Founder, Plum Alley 

Deborah Jackson is the founder and CEO of Plum Alley, an e-commerce and crowdfunding site for 
women’s innovation, and a Founder of Women Innovate Mobile Accelerator, an accelerator that invests in 
women-founded mobile tech companies.  After graduating from Columbia Business School and joining 
Goldman Sachs, Jackson started her finance career focusing on health care clients and moving into health-
care focused internet and tech companies.  Jackson¹s time on Wall Street fueled her desire to see more 
women succeed and her experience evaluating software and technology companies, forging partnerships 
and raising capital were each instrumental in building the online properties she has launched in the last 
two years.  Over the past decade, she has invested in early stage companies in the tech and healthcare 
fields, many of which are founded by women.  Jackson’s initiatives and properties have a common goal: 
to champion women to become builders of technology, companies and their own wealth.  

Deborah is a frequent speaker, and judge for many events around innovation, women, technology, 
crowdfunding and entrepreneurship.  She was recently named a top influencer in the crowdfunding 
industry and in the past year, has spoken at the Texas, Boston, and Philadelphia Conferences for Women; 
Columbia Women in Business events; Wharton Women in Business events; Womensphere; We Festival; 
and 85 Broads events. 

@dbdj1007  @plumalleyco plumalley.co  wim.co 
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Show Me the Money!  Financing Options for Your Business 

Coco Corona  
Marketing, Valley Economic Development Center 

Coco Corona is the Marketing Specialist for the New York based office of Valley Economic 
Development Center’s (VEDC) Tri-state Business Opportunity Fund.

Valley Economic Development Center (VEDC), a leading non-profit lender to small businesses, partnered 
with UBS to create the Tri-State Business Opportunity Fund (TBOF), a $20 million lending vehicle 
providing loans of $50,000 to $500,000 to qualified small businesses in New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut.  The effort is a component of UBS's Elevating Entrepreneurs program, the firm's flagship 
philanthropic initiative to provide small businesses with mentorship, access to capital and education.

Prior to VEDC, Coco provided her creative marketing and event promotions expertise to many of 
America’s favorite brands, such as, Coca-Cola, Fisher-Price, Disney, Comcast, Univision, Verizon, and 
more through her consulting business for over 20 years. 

Coco has been a small business advocate over 15 years, having served on the Board of Directors of local 
and statewide chambers of commerce as well as the United States Hispanic Chambers of Commerce 
(USHCC) and as the Chairwoman of the USHCC Foundation.

She is the recipient of numerous statewide business and creative awards. 
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Investing in Your Business and You (continued)

 

 

Brian Scanlon, CFP®, CRPS 
Vice President, Senior Portfolio Manager 
Corporate Retirement Director, Financial Advisor
Morgan Stanley 

Brian began his career as a Financial Advisor in 2001 with a predecessor firm of Morgan Stanley.  He 
built a successful practice as a financial planner by developing comprehensive skills in the areas of 
retirement planning, estate planning, insurance, tax planning, employee benefits and corporate finance.  
Brian has continued this process as a partner in the Ferrara Man Scanlon Group since 2007.  Brian 
manages the financial planning services available to high net worth clients, and oversees the corporate 
benefit programs in place with the Group’s business clients. 

Brian serves as a Corporate Retirement Director (CRD). Of Morgan Stanley's more than 17,000 Financial 
Advisors, Brian is among only about 180 individuals who have qualified for the prestigious designation. 
The CRD designation recognizes advisors who have dedicated a significant portion of their practice to 
helping corporate clients manage all aspects of their retirement plans. Brian also was awarded the 
Chartered Retirement Plans Specialist designation by the College for Financial Planning which is for 
individuals who specialize in creating, implementing and maintaining retirement plans. 

Brian’s commitment to professional financial planning enabled him to receive the Certified Financial 
Planner certification in 2006.  This title is awarded to individuals who meet specific ethical requirements 
and successfully complete a rigorous examination administered by the Certified Financial Planning Board 
of Standards, a nonprofit regulatory organization. 

Brian is a graduate of Western Connecticut State University where he earned a degree in Business 
Management.  An Eagle Scout Award recipient, he resides in Wilton, CT. 
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Minding Your Money – Is Your Business Financially Healthy? 

 

 

Geri Stengel 
President, Stengel Solutions and Ventureneer 

Geri Stengel is president of Ventureneer and Stengel Solutions. Ventureneer is a market research and 
content marketing company that helps corporations reach small businesses through thought leadership. 
Stengel Solutions is a consulting business that helps small businesses grow.  

As a writer (Forbes contributor), consultant, teacher (Kauffman FastTrac and former adjunct professor at 
The New School) and presenter, Geri has helped thousands of entrepreneurs take their vision to reality, 
develop their business plan, and learn the strategies and tactics they need to grow their businesses. She 
was named a  2012 and 2013 Small Business Influencer for her writings on the success factor of women 
entrepreneurs.  

Based on The Gender Global Entrepreneurship and Development Index commissioned by Dell, Geri is 
writing a book to be published in June 2014 that showcases how 11 women overcame obstacles in the 
U.S. to start and grow successful companies. 
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Minding Your Money – Is Your Business Financially Healthy? (Continued) 

Dr. Michael C. Grayson 
President and CEO, Grayson Financial Services 

Dr. Michael C. Grayson is the President and CEO of Grayson Financial Services and the Director of The 
Credit & Debt Management Institute. Before assuming the helm at Grayson Financial Services, Dr. 
Grayson’s professional career included 20 years of working as a credit industry insider.  Dr Grayson 
retired from the credit industry and started Grayson Financial Services in 2000. He offers credit driven 
financial products to individuals, business, politicians, celebrities, government agencies, corporations, 
professional athletes, churches, non-profit organizations and industry professionals.  Dr. Grayson served 
as a consultant to several prestigious law firms and financial services companies, which include 
Rosenbaum and Associates, The Cochran Firm and The Minority Mortgage Bankers Association.  As a 
consultant, he advised C-level executives at several large corporations such as General Motors, Jackson 
Hewitt, Liberty Tax and Ford.  

Using his proprietary formula Dr Grayson currently holds all three Credit Industry Records. One of his 
clients has the Highest Credit Score In The World (A mid-score of 990).  Another client had the Fastest
Credit Turnaround (from the 500”s to the 800’s).  He is credited with the Most Deletions In A Single 30 
Day Dispute (72 items removed).  Dr. Grayson served as Honorary Chairman of the Business Advisory 
Council during the Bush Administration and continues to help politicians create effective credit based 
policies and programs.  

As his expertise grew, so did his firm belief that small businesses and professional athletes deserved a 
deeper understanding of credit systems to help them better approach their financial visions.  To fill this 
important gap Dr. Grayson is now offering to private groups his highly acclaimed Credit Workshop: 
“Prospering in a Down Economy”.
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Minding Your Money – Is Your Business Financially Healthy? (continued)

Samantha Champagnie, CPA 
Founding Member, Champagnie Dawkins, CPAs, PLLC 

Samantha Champagnie is a founding member and co-manager of Champagnie Dawkins CPAs, PLLC. 
Samantha serves as the business advisor for businesses and individuals assisting them in matters 
involving taxes, audits, reviews and compilations. Her clients include for profit and non-profit entities and 
she provides consulting services that customize strategies based on the needs of each client.  

Prior to Champagnie Dawkins CPAS, PLLC, Samantha was a Vice President at an investment bank, 
specializing in accounting, performance, risk and regulatory reporting in the United States and Brazil. 
Samantha started her career at Deloitte and Touche, a global public accounting and consulting services 
firm, and worked as an audit manager who served as a key point of contact for client engagements.   

Samantha is the member of several boards and volunteers at two non-profit organizations. 
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Minding Your Money – Is Your Business Financially Healthy? (continued)

Stacy Francis, CFP®

President and CEO, Francis Financial, Inc. 

Stacy Francis is President and CEO of Francis Financial, Inc.  She attended the New York University 
Center for Finance, Law and Taxation, where she completed CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 
(CFP) education requirements and the CFP® certification exam.  Francis is also a Certified Divorce 
Financial Analyst™ (CDFA) and has mastered specialized training in the financial issues of divorce. She 
serves as Co-Chair of the Association of Divorce Financial Planners’ (ADFP) Greater New York Metro 
Chapter.

Ms. Francis is a Registered Investment Advisor who manages an independent, Fee-Only wealth 
management practice dedicated to investment advisory services for women, couples and those 
experiencing divorce.  Ms. Francis has appeared on CNBC, NBC, PBS and many other TV outlets.  Ms. 
Francis has been quoted in over 100 publications such as Glamour, The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal and USA Today.

Ms. Francis recently received The Heart of Financial Planning Award from the Financial Planning 
Association (FPA) and was honored with Financial Planning Magazine's Pro Bono Award.  She was listed 
as a national Money Hero by CNN Money Magazine in 2013. 

As much as 10% of all Francis Financial proceeds are donated to charities, including Savvy Ladies™, a 
nonprofit organization founded by Ms. Francis to educate and empower women to take control of their 
finances.  Savvy Ladies™ has helped over 10,000 women through free one-on-one financial counseling, 
workshops and retreats.

Follow Francis on Twitter at @FrancisFinance. 
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Minding Your Money – Is Your Business Financially Healthy? (continued)

Samantha Champagnie, CPA 
Founding Member, Champagnie Dawkins, CPAs, PLLC 

Samantha Champagnie is a founding member and co-manager of Champagnie Dawkins CPAs, PLLC. 
Samantha serves as the business advisor for businesses and individuals assisting them in matters 
involving taxes, audits, reviews and compilations. Her clients include for profit and non-profit entities and 
she provides consulting services that customize strategies based on the needs of each client.  

Prior to Champagnie Dawkins CPAS, PLLC, Samantha was a Vice President at an investment bank, 
specializing in accounting, performance, risk and regulatory reporting in the United States and Brazil. 
Samantha started her career at Deloitte and Touche, a global public accounting and consulting services 
firm, and worked as an audit manager who served as a key point of contact for client engagements.   

Samantha is the member of several boards and volunteers at two non-profit organizations. 
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Minding Your Money – Is Your Business Financially Healthy? (continued)

Stacy Francis, CFP®

President and CEO, Francis Financial, Inc. 

Stacy Francis is President and CEO of Francis Financial, Inc.  She attended the New York University 
Center for Finance, Law and Taxation, where she completed CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 
(CFP) education requirements and the CFP® certification exam.  Francis is also a Certified Divorce 
Financial Analyst™ (CDFA) and has mastered specialized training in the financial issues of divorce. She 
serves as Co-Chair of the Association of Divorce Financial Planners’ (ADFP) Greater New York Metro 
Chapter.

Ms. Francis is a Registered Investment Advisor who manages an independent, Fee-Only wealth 
management practice dedicated to investment advisory services for women, couples and those 
experiencing divorce.  Ms. Francis has appeared on CNBC, NBC, PBS and many other TV outlets.  Ms. 
Francis has been quoted in over 100 publications such as Glamour, The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal and USA Today.

Ms. Francis recently received The Heart of Financial Planning Award from the Financial Planning 
Association (FPA) and was honored with Financial Planning Magazine's Pro Bono Award.  She was listed 
as a national Money Hero by CNN Money Magazine in 2013. 

As much as 10% of all Francis Financial proceeds are donated to charities, including Savvy Ladies™, a 
nonprofit organization founded by Ms. Francis to educate and empower women to take control of their 
finances.  Savvy Ladies™ has helped over 10,000 women through free one-on-one financial counseling, 
workshops and retreats.

Follow Francis on Twitter at @FrancisFinance. 



WORKSHOP PRESENTERS 

Minding Your Money – Is Your Business Financially Healthy? 

 

 

Geri Stengel 
President, Stengel Solutions and Ventureneer 

Geri Stengel is president of Ventureneer and Stengel Solutions. Ventureneer is a market research and 
content marketing company that helps corporations reach small businesses through thought leadership. 
Stengel Solutions is a consulting business that helps small businesses grow.  

As a writer (Forbes contributor), consultant, teacher (Kauffman FastTrac and former adjunct professor at 
The New School) and presenter, Geri has helped thousands of entrepreneurs take their vision to reality, 
develop their business plan, and learn the strategies and tactics they need to grow their businesses. She 
was named a  2012 and 2013 Small Business Influencer for her writings on the success factor of women 
entrepreneurs.  

Based on The Gender Global Entrepreneurship and Development Index commissioned by Dell, Geri is 
writing a book to be published in June 2014 that showcases how 11 women overcame obstacles in the 
U.S. to start and grow successful companies. 
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Minding Your Money – Is Your Business Financially Healthy? (Continued) 

Dr. Michael C. Grayson 
President and CEO, Grayson Financial Services 

Dr. Michael C. Grayson is the President and CEO of Grayson Financial Services and the Director of The 
Credit & Debt Management Institute. Before assuming the helm at Grayson Financial Services, Dr. 
Grayson’s professional career included 20 years of working as a credit industry insider.  Dr Grayson 
retired from the credit industry and started Grayson Financial Services in 2000. He offers credit driven 
financial products to individuals, business, politicians, celebrities, government agencies, corporations, 
professional athletes, churches, non-profit organizations and industry professionals.  Dr. Grayson served 
as a consultant to several prestigious law firms and financial services companies, which include 
Rosenbaum and Associates, The Cochran Firm and The Minority Mortgage Bankers Association.  As a 
consultant, he advised C-level executives at several large corporations such as General Motors, Jackson 
Hewitt, Liberty Tax and Ford.  

Using his proprietary formula Dr Grayson currently holds all three Credit Industry Records. One of his 
clients has the Highest Credit Score In The World (A mid-score of 990).  Another client had the Fastest
Credit Turnaround (from the 500”s to the 800’s).  He is credited with the Most Deletions In A Single 30 
Day Dispute (72 items removed).  Dr. Grayson served as Honorary Chairman of the Business Advisory 
Council during the Bush Administration and continues to help politicians create effective credit based 
policies and programs.  

As his expertise grew, so did his firm belief that small businesses and professional athletes deserved a 
deeper understanding of credit systems to help them better approach their financial visions.  To fill this 
important gap Dr. Grayson is now offering to private groups his highly acclaimed Credit Workshop: 
“Prospering in a Down Economy”.
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Coco Corona  
Marketing, Valley Economic Development Center 

Coco Corona is the Marketing Specialist for the New York based office of Valley Economic 
Development Center’s (VEDC) Tri-state Business Opportunity Fund.

Valley Economic Development Center (VEDC), a leading non-profit lender to small businesses, partnered 
with UBS to create the Tri-State Business Opportunity Fund (TBOF), a $20 million lending vehicle 
providing loans of $50,000 to $500,000 to qualified small businesses in New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut.  The effort is a component of UBS's Elevating Entrepreneurs program, the firm's flagship 
philanthropic initiative to provide small businesses with mentorship, access to capital and education.

Prior to VEDC, Coco provided her creative marketing and event promotions expertise to many of 
America’s favorite brands, such as, Coca-Cola, Fisher-Price, Disney, Comcast, Univision, Verizon, and 
more through her consulting business for over 20 years. 

Coco has been a small business advocate over 15 years, having served on the Board of Directors of local 
and statewide chambers of commerce as well as the United States Hispanic Chambers of Commerce 
(USHCC) and as the Chairwoman of the USHCC Foundation.

She is the recipient of numerous statewide business and creative awards. 
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Brian Scanlon, CFP®, CRPS 
Vice President, Senior Portfolio Manager 
Corporate Retirement Director, Financial Advisor
Morgan Stanley 

Brian began his career as a Financial Advisor in 2001 with a predecessor firm of Morgan Stanley.  He 
built a successful practice as a financial planner by developing comprehensive skills in the areas of 
retirement planning, estate planning, insurance, tax planning, employee benefits and corporate finance.  
Brian has continued this process as a partner in the Ferrara Man Scanlon Group since 2007.  Brian 
manages the financial planning services available to high net worth clients, and oversees the corporate 
benefit programs in place with the Group’s business clients. 

Brian serves as a Corporate Retirement Director (CRD). Of Morgan Stanley's more than 17,000 Financial 
Advisors, Brian is among only about 180 individuals who have qualified for the prestigious designation. 
The CRD designation recognizes advisors who have dedicated a significant portion of their practice to 
helping corporate clients manage all aspects of their retirement plans. Brian also was awarded the 
Chartered Retirement Plans Specialist designation by the College for Financial Planning which is for 
individuals who specialize in creating, implementing and maintaining retirement plans. 

Brian’s commitment to professional financial planning enabled him to receive the Certified Financial 
Planner certification in 2006.  This title is awarded to individuals who meet specific ethical requirements 
and successfully complete a rigorous examination administered by the Certified Financial Planning Board 
of Standards, a nonprofit regulatory organization. 

Brian is a graduate of Western Connecticut State University where he earned a degree in Business 
Management.  An Eagle Scout Award recipient, he resides in Wilton, CT. 
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Debralee Nelson, CFP®

Senior Director, BNY Mellon Wealth Management 

Debralee is Senior Director for BNY Mellon.  She is responsible for business development, working 
with ultra high net worth individuals, families, and their trusted advisors.  Debralee uses her financial 
planning experience to advise clients on the broad range of financial solutions of the firm including 
investment management, trust and legacy planning, and private banking.

Prior to joining BNY Mellon, Debralee was a Managing Director with J.P. Morgan, Bessemer, and U.S. 
Trust during her 35 year career in financial services.  In addition to being a Certified Financial Planner, 
Debralee earned a B.A. from the University of Nebraska and an MBA from George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C.   

She is the Treasurer of the Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club Board of Trustees and serves on the Executive 
and Investment Committees. 
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Erica Dorn 
Manager of Lending- New York, Accion East 

An entrepreneur at heart, Erica Dorn has spent the last decade actively supporting small businesses in 
the United States. She began her microfinance career five years as the first Kiva Fellow in the United 
States, where she helped to successfully launch Kiva.org’s U.S. lending program.  

She currently leads the New York Lending team for Accion, a global microfinance institution and the 
largest non-profit microlender in the United States. In her five year career at Accion, she has provided 
capital to hundreds of small businesses, including urban and rural farms, food carts, 
breweries/distilleries, and small food manufacturers. In 2013, the number of loans that Accion disbursed 
to small businesses in New York increased by 90%. 



Monika and Altura have won numerous awards and recognitions for their research, entrepreneurial 
success and leadership in building financial capacity in minority communities, including the "2010 
Hispanic Heritage Award"—the highest honor for Latinos by Latinos—in the business category, the 2010 
"Entrepreneur of the Year" (New York State Hispanic Chamber of Commerce), the 2010 "New York City 
Entrepreneur of the Year" (Latina Style Magazine and Business Series), the 2012 Women of Excellence 
Award (New York Women Chamber of Commerce), the 2006 "Business Woman of the Year" (New 
York-Westchester Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s),  the 2003 "Excellence in Financial Services" 
award (the Hispanic Magazine’s).  

In 2009, 2010 and 2011, Latino Leaders Magazine recognized her as one of the 101 Most Influential 
Leaders in Hispanic U.S.A. In 2011 she was appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce as a member 
of the International Trade Advisory Center (ITAC), a unique public-private partnership jointly managed 
by the U.S. Department of Commerce and the Office of United States Trade Representative that engages 
business leaders in formulating U.S. trade policy.

She sits on the board of the Hispanic Heritage Foundation, a non-profit organization, and on the 
Corporate Diversity Task Force established by Senator Menendez.  

Ms. Mantilla holds an MBA from Columbia Business School in New York and a J.D. from the 
Universidad del Rosario in Bogotá, Colombia.  
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Deborah Jackson
Founder, Plum Alley 

Deborah Jackson is the founder and CEO of Plum Alley, an e-commerce and crowdfunding site for 
women’s innovation, and a Founder of Women Innovate Mobile Accelerator, an accelerator that invests in 
women-founded mobile tech companies.  After graduating from Columbia Business School and joining 
Goldman Sachs, Jackson started her finance career focusing on health care clients and moving into health-
care focused internet and tech companies.  Jackson¹s time on Wall Street fueled her desire to see more 
women succeed and her experience evaluating software and technology companies, forging partnerships 
and raising capital were each instrumental in building the online properties she has launched in the last 
two years.  Over the past decade, she has invested in early stage companies in the tech and healthcare 
fields, many of which are founded by women.  Jackson’s initiatives and properties have a common goal: 
to champion women to become builders of technology, companies and their own wealth.  

Deborah is a frequent speaker, and judge for many events around innovation, women, technology, 
crowdfunding and entrepreneurship.  She was recently named a top influencer in the crowdfunding 
industry and in the past year, has spoken at the Texas, Boston, and Philadelphia Conferences for Women; 
Columbia Women in Business events; Wharton Women in Business events; Womensphere; We Festival; 
and 85 Broads events. 

@dbdj1007  @plumalleyco plumalley.co  wim.co 



KEYNOTE AND AWARDEE 

Randy Joy Epstein 
CEO, Randy Joy & Co. 
Founder, Co-Organizer & Producer, TEDx Times Square 

Randy Joy Epstein is a serial entrepreneur, strategy and alignment consultant and shoulder for CEOs to 
lean on to solve issues and grow their companies.  Ms. Epstein speaks, writes and consults to CEOs and 
investors on how to focus the entire company towards growth.  Ms. Epstein is motivated by growth, 
seamless efficiency, and teaching. 

Ms. Epstein’s career began at PricewaterhouseCoopers in New York where she worked with hundreds of 
companies ranging from high growth startups going public to Fortune 50 companies. She has co-founded 
multiple companies including her first consulting company in 2001.   

Ms. Epstein has been interviewed and/or written for Entrepreneur Magazine, workstylemagazine; 
Forbes.com, NY Enterprise Report, the Penn Club and has appeared on multiple radio shows.  She has 
moderated the Wharton Showcase Business Presentation events and is the producer of TEDxTimesSquare 
(www.TEDxTimesSquare.com),  New York's premiere speaking event for leading business, media and 
technology thought leaders. The TEDxTimesSquare events are invite only and hosted semi-annually at 
NASDAQ. Previous speakers have included the CEO of Macmillan Publishing, the President of the 
Times Square Alliance and the CEO of Hain Celestial Group. 

Ms. Epstein has spoken at EO, Vistage, and NY Entrepreneur Week.

Ms Epstein has founded and grown multiple companies. She currently serves as Chairwoman of the 
Board of TEDxTimesSquare, on the Wharton Angel Network steering committee and as a Senior Advisor 
at Avalon Net Worth.  She served for six years on the Board and Audit Committee for WNED/NPR 
Buffalo/Toronto, a PBS station.

Ms. Epstein holds her CPA license in New York, graduated from the Center for Entrepreneurial 
Leadership at the University of Buffalo, and holds her degree from the University of Pennsylvania’s 
prestigious Wharton School of Business. 

Follow Randy Joy on Twitter @RandyJoy 
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Jessie Lee 
Director, Small Business Lending - East,  
Valley Economic Development Center 

 
 
Jessie C. Lee is currently working at VEDC as the Director of Small Business Lending 
East.  She overseas VEDC’s lending operations on the East Coast and cultivates 
partnerships with banks, SBA, CDFIs, credit unions, and other alternative lenders. Prior 
to VEDC, she worked at Next Street Financial as a Managing Associate providing 
guidance to the Lower Manhattan NYC Business Solutions Center team on lending 
criteria and financing structures.  
 
Ms. Lee also worked at CAMBA as the Director of Small Business Services. In this 
capacity, she supervised a team of business counselors and loan officers.  She was 
responsible for managing all of CAMBA’s funding contracts and lending activity.  After 
receiving her MBA in finance from Boston University in 2008, she spent two years as a 
Senior Analyst at Ernst & Young’s Tax Credit Investment Group. While at E&Y, she 
successfully managed due diligence projects for Fortune 500 companies invested in 
affordable housing projects. Prior to graduate school, she worked for various public and 
private lenders as a Commercial Loan Underwriter.  She has 15 years of experience in 
Small Business Administration (SBA) lending and Community Development Financing.  
In her free time, Ms. Lee can be found snowboarding on the New England mountains. 
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Madeline V. Marquez 
Vice President, Business Initiative Corporation of NY 

During her career in banking and lending, Madeline Marquez has been a skilled and aggressive advocate 
for business, helping entrepreneurs and fledgling companies, as well as non-profits, gain access to private 
and public funding. Through her work at organizations like the Brooklyn Economic Development 
Corporation, the Community Coalition for Fair Banking, The Private Industry Council and Chemical 
Bank, she has helped fuel the growth of numerous businesses and organizations throughout New York 
City.  Ms. Marquez is a graduate of The College at Old Westbury and for the past fifteen years, Bronx 
businesses have been the beneficiaries of Madeline’s expertise in identifying and securing financing.

She has served as the Executive Director of the Bronx Initiative Corporation since its inception, helping to 
establish the first lending institution designated by the U.S. Small Business Administration specifically to 
serve Bronx businesses.  When the US SBA made all Certified Development Companies state wide 
entities, it allowed BIC to expand to the outer boroughs and all the New York State Counties.  As of 
January 2007 BIC changed its name to the Business Initiative Corporation of New York (BICNY) and as 
of October 2012 Madeline was promoted to Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of BICNY.  

Madeline and BICNY were featured in Crain’s Magazine Small Business section in an article entitled 
“Tiny Bronx lender has big impact” and in the Mount Vernon Today September 2011 issue “Funding 
Your Growing Business: A Bronx Plan”.  BICNY has provided $43 million in loans to businesses in The 
Bronx and throughout New York State which helped leverage over $122 million from banks and private 
equity investments.  As of September 2012, these loans have retained and created 2,812 jobs. 

In November 2011, Madeline received the “New York Women of Excellence Award in Business” from 
the NY Women’s Chamber of Commerce, in March 2012 received the “Visionary Award” from the NYC 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, in June 2012 was named One of the “25 Influential Women of The 
Bronx” and in December 2012 received the “Business Development Award” from the NYC Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce.   

In the past three years BICNY has also received the “Bronze Award” from the US SBA New York 
District Office. 
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Monika Mantilla 
President and CEO, Altura Capital 
Partner, Small Business Community Capital 

Monika Mantilla is the President and CEO of Altura Capital Group and a Partner with Small Business 
Community Capital (SBCC). Altura Capital is an innovative investment boutique that specializes in 
emerging managers and the quickly expanding emerging domestic market. Monika has over 21 years of 
domestic and international management and investment management experience. The clients of Altura 
include some of the largest institutional investors in the country and the world. Altura provides Emerging 
Manager research, analytics, portfolio construction, monitoring and manager of manager services to 
institutional investors in U.S. and across the globe. Altura is the creator of the Altura Emerging Manager 
Information Platform, a platform through which institutional investors can access analytics, statistical and 
qualitative data of more than 2,000 emerging managers across all asset classes.   

To seize the opportunities in the growing emerging domestic markets, in partnership with the principals of 
Savile Opportunity Fund LP, Altura launched a $120 million small business community capital debt fund 
(SBCC). SBCC will provide $1 to $12 million in debt and equity capital to promising small and mid-sized 
companies, focusing on minority owned firms and entrepreneurs located in LMI communities.  SBCC has 
received an SBIC impact program green light letter from the SBA and is currently raising $40 million in 
private capital and upon licensure by the SBA as an SBIC will access up to $80 million in debenture 
leverage. 

Ms. Mantilla’s investment management career is widely complemented by her successful general 
management career and a lifetime of involvement in community issues. Nationally recognized as a 
researcher, leader and an innovator in the area of capital and diversity, she has been deeply involved in a 
variety of national initiatives to grow and expand the small, emerging and diverse institutional money 
manager category. Monika and her team have led a number of research and transformative advocacy 
initiatives to channel investments, strategic resources and investment management opportunities to 
underserved markets that exhibit high growth and societal transformation potential. She has spearheaded 
many industry white papers and two important white papers about Latinos in Financial Services and 
Investment Management that have become a widely recognized industry resource. Her passion is bringing 
capital, strategic resources and expanding opportunity for highly promising entrepreneurs, all which she 
believes can bring significant returns to investors and at the same time great economic impact potential 
for cities, states and the country.   She has been invited by the U.S. House of Representatives Financial 
Services Committee to address challenges and trends related to Hispanics in financial services, and is 
frequently invited to speak at national and international top-level industry and academic events.  



Rennert International
Translation Services

International Language Instruction

Thank you, NMBC, for your commitment 
to empowering women in business.

www.rennert.com
212-867-8700 | info@rennert.com

The NYC Department  
of Small Business Services

congratulates

NMBC
on its 

11th Annual  
Women’s Business  

Leadership Conference

nyc.gov/nycbusiness



BNY Mellon
101 Barclay Street
New York City

Thursday, March 20th, 2014
9:00 am - 2:30 pm

Financial Strategies for Business Growth

11th Annual 
WOMEN’S BUSINESS 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

NMB_14WBLC_Cvr_fx.q8_NMBC  3/13/14  11:26 AM  Page 1

©2014 The Bank of New York Mellon Corporation.

At BNY Mellon, we value diversity in the workplace and in
the marketplace. In building an increasingly diverse supplier 
pool, we are able to work toward our goal of offering priority 
suppliers real procurement opportunities as they arise.

To learn more about BNY Mellon’s Supplier Development 
Program, visit www.bnymellon/suppliers.

Diversity paints our world.




